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of Gwalior; there was the same abundance of monuments, of reservoirs sunk deep
in the mountain, of bas-reliefs and sculptures.

Following the roadway which turns off to the left of the northern-gate, we
came up first with a little excavation hewn out of the rock. This is the Siva-
Koti, or the chamber of Siva; the interior of winch consists of a small square
room, with a flat ceiling; the sole ornament of the walls being shelved niches,
sculptured in the rock itself, exactly similar to those one sees in the modern houses
in India, which are used instead of cupboards. On one of the 'sides is a block
sculptured in the form of a bed, representing the couch of the god; and a small
door leads to a court, containing a pool of water and several sculptures.

This excavation may be taken 'as the type of fifty or sixty others to be found
on the hill; and its simplicity, and the total absence of idols, proved that it must
have been used as a dwelling-place by one of the earliest anchorites who came to
inhabit the hill, and it was probably not dedicated to Siva until near the tenth
century.

Our guide lighted a torch, and we followed him down a damp, tube-like1
passage. Half-way down, a ray of light pierces the wall, and through an opening
in it we saw the plain which extends at the foot of Kalleenjur; and it was easy
to calculate that the staircase corresponded with the external surface of the
plateau, separated from it by a small interval; and beyond this opening forty
steps more brought us to the entrance of a cavern. It is obvious that this cavity
is a natural one, and that man has added nothing to it It is filled nearly to its
arched roof with water, which filters drop by drop through the crust of the plateau,
and wonderful properties are attributed to this water for the cure of leprosy and
skin-diseases, as well as of mental affections.

We only readied Punnah on the day following, when, not to delay our
departure any longer, we hurried to pay our farewell visit to the maharajah; who
received us with his usual simplicity of manner, and presented each of us with a
handsome ring set with a diamond obtained from his mines and cut in his own
workrooms.